"THE   GREAT   BATTLES
the line of the Iller, and Napoleon, instead of making
a straightforward march in keeping with old-time strategy
and the anticipations of General Mack, intended a sudden
swoop to the crossings of the Danube tjeyond Ulm
(marking the enemy's right), that would carry him athwart
their lines of communication.
On arriving at Seltz Ney discovered, contrary to
report, that a bridge was not in readiness for the crossing.
He chose a position facing some islands in broad stream,
barges, boats, and timber were strung together, and after
a halt of fifteen hours, on September zyth, the 6th Corps
went swinging across the Rhine.
Ney, mounted in state on the right bank amid his staff,
received the cheers of the passing columns. Every one
was irt tdgh spirits, the troops tearing down sprays of
oak as they tookTup The march again and fastening a few
leaves in cap or tunic. Before dusk the leading division
had grounded arms in Carlsruhe, and still driving on
like a multiform cloud of horse, foot, and guns the
whole of Ney's command was quartered about Stuttgart
by September 3oth.
He had lost nothing by halting at Seltz. Some of the
more extended divisions needed an extra day or so for
their concentration, and it was October 3rd when the
great march to cut the Austrian lines of supply and retreat
led southward. Ney was approaching familiar ground
- in country which marked the fringes of the Hohenlinden
operations. He was on the extreme right, and therefore
the point from which the perfect wheeling movement
was executed as the various corps, like the folds of a
steadily decreasing fan, drew closer. It was a masterpiece
of staff "work and organization, with four hundred miles
of roadway rolled up behind the thousands of men and
masses of material as neatly as an hour's -walk. While
all the time old Mack was blinking westward, riveted
by a deceptive cavalry belt on the edge of the Black
Forest.
But the invaders, without losing a sense of victory,
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